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 One of a pet owner's greatest fears is having their companion run away. 
The unknown whereabouts of a pet can put those who love them into a panic. 
Owners wish their pets safely come home, but every hour the pet is still out 
there the likelihood of their return dwindles. Hopefully, you will never have to 
experience this with your pet, but planning for an event like this could be the 
difference between being reunited with your pet, or never knowing what hap-
pened to them. A perfect way to plan for an occasion like this is to have your 
pet microchipped.  
Microchips are roughly the size of a grain of rice. They are inserted directly 
beneath the skin between the shoulder blades of a cat or dog. The insertion is 
done with a needle, and the discomfort level for the animal is the same, if not 
less, than what they would experience when given a routine vaccination. There 
is no after care necessary, and within seconds of it being implanted they forget 
anything happened to them. Once inserted, the chip acts as a form of identifica-
tion. It is embedded with a number specific to your pet, similar to a social secu-
rity number in people; no other animal has the same exact number. This number 
on the chip is accessible through the use of a specialized scanner that reads the 
chip. It works similar to bar code scanners used in the retail industry. When the 
scanner ‘reads’ the barcode, the item with that specific code shows up on the 
register with that item’s information. Similarly, the scanner is swiped over the 
neck and back of the animal and, when it is over the chip, it picks up the unique 
number for the pet—which also is linked to your information. Cont. on page 3. 
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2010 YTD = 30 2011 YTD = 86
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2010 YTD = 30 2011 YTD = 102

�m�œ�•�G�m�ˆ�Š�›�G�J�X�a�G�h�“�“�G�k�ˆ�“�”�ˆ�›�•�ˆ�•�š�G�m�œ�•�G�m�ˆ�Š�›�G�J�X�a�G�h�“�“�G�k�ˆ�“�”�ˆ�›�•�ˆ�•�š�G�m�œ�•�G�m�ˆ�Š�›�G�J�X�a�G�h�“�“�G�k�ˆ�“�”�ˆ�›�•�ˆ�•�š�G�m�œ�•�G�m�ˆ�Š�›�G�J�X�a�G�h�“�“�G�k�ˆ�“�”�ˆ�›�•�ˆ�•�š�G

�ˆ�™�Œ�G�‰�–�™�•�G�ž�•�•�›�Œ�U�G�{�•�Œ�•�™�G�š�—�–�›�š�G�ˆ�™�Œ�G�‰�–�™�•�G�ž�•�•�›�Œ�U�G�{�•�Œ�•�™�G�š�—�–�›�š�G�ˆ�™�Œ�G�‰�–�™�•�G�ž�•�•�›�Œ�U�G�{�•�Œ�•�™�G�š�—�–�›�š�G�ˆ�™�Œ�G�‰�–�™�•�G�ž�•�•�›�Œ�U�G�{�•�Œ�•�™�G�š�—�–�›�š�G

�‹�Œ�•�Œ�“�–�—�G�ž�•�›�•�•�•�G�›�•�Œ�G�•�•�™�š�›�G�•�Œ�ž�G�‹�Œ�•�Œ�“�–�—�G�ž�•�›�•�•�•�G�›�•�Œ�G�•�•�™�š�›�G�•�Œ�ž�G�‹�Œ�•�Œ�“�–�—�G�ž�•�›�•�•�•�G�›�•�Œ�G�•�•�™�š�›�G�•�Œ�ž�G�‹�Œ�•�Œ�“�–�—�G�ž�•�›�•�•�•�G�›�•�Œ�G�•�•�™�š�›�G�•�Œ�ž�G

�ž�Œ�Œ�’�š�G�–�•�G�“�•�•�Œ�U�ž�Œ�Œ�’�š�G�–�•�G�“�•�•�Œ�U�ž�Œ�Œ�’�š�G�–�•�G�“�•�•�Œ�U�ž�Œ�Œ�’�š�G�–�•�G�“�•�•�Œ�U�G�G�G�G
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�m�œ�•�G�m�ˆ�Š�›�G�J�Y�a�G�{�ž�–�G�‹�–�Ž�š�G�š�œ�™�T�m�œ�•�G�m�ˆ�Š�›�G�J�Y�a�G�{�ž�–�G�‹�–�Ž�š�G�š�œ�™�T�m�œ�•�G�m�ˆ�Š�›�G�J�Y�a�G�{�ž�–�G�‹�–�Ž�š�G�š�œ�™�T�m�œ�•�G�m�ˆ�Š�›�G�J�Y�a�G�{�ž�–�G�‹�–�Ž�š�G�š�œ�™�T
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� �Œ�š�G�›�•�ˆ�›�Å�š�G�™�•�Ž�•�›�S�G�›�ž�–�G�k�v�n�z�G� �Œ�š�G�›�•�ˆ�›�Å�š�G�™�•�Ž�•�›�S�G�›�ž�–�G�k�v�n�z�G� �Œ�š�G�›�•�ˆ�›�Å�š�G�™�•�Ž�•�›�S�G�›�ž�–�G�k�v�n�z�G� �Œ�š�G�›�•�ˆ�›�Å�š�G�™�•�Ž�•�›�S�G�›�ž�–�G�k�v�n�z�G

�š�œ�™�•�•�•�Œ�‹�U�G�š�œ�™�•�•�•�Œ�‹�U�G�š�œ�™�•�•�•�Œ�‹�U�G�š�œ�™�•�•�•�Œ�‹�U�G�G�G�G�G
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�m�œ�•�G�m�ˆ�Š�›�G�J�Z�a�G�{�•�Œ�G�•�–�š�Œ�G�—�ˆ�‹�G�m�œ�•�G�m�ˆ�Š�›�G�J�Z�a�G�{�•�Œ�G�•�–�š�Œ�G�—�ˆ�‹�G�m�œ�•�G�m�ˆ�Š�›�G�J�Z�a�G�{�•�Œ�G�•�–�š�Œ�G�—�ˆ�‹�G�m�œ�•�G�m�ˆ�Š�›�G�J�Z�a�G�{�•�Œ�G�•�–�š�Œ�G�—�ˆ�‹�G
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�Ž�Œ�™�—�™�•�•�›�G�–�•�G�ˆ�G�•�œ�”�ˆ�•�U�Ž�Œ�™�—�™�•�•�›�G�–�•�G�ˆ�G�•�œ�”�ˆ�•�U�Ž�Œ�™�—�™�•�•�›�G�–�•�G�ˆ�G�•�œ�”�ˆ�•�U�Ž�Œ�™�—�™�•�•�›�G�–�•�G�ˆ�G�•�œ�”�ˆ�•�U�G�G�G�G

It’s a safe bet that at some point in a cat lover’s life they face the trials and tribulations of their 
beloved feline not using the litter box.  It can be a frustrating experience that often leads to the 
cat being put permanently outdoors, or worse.  In fact, not using the litter box consistently is 
one of the top reasons that cats are ultimately surrendered to a shelter. As a cat owner, there are 
several things to consider before making that final decision.  The first step to correcting the is-
sue is to determine whether the behavior has a physical or a behavioral motivation.  

Physical Issues 
The easiest and most important thing in preventing litter box issues from arising is to have your 
cat spayed or neutered.  Altering your feline will prevent several medical complications and 
will deter behavioral issues that can be caused by excessive hormone levels existing in unal-
tered pets. If your cat has already been altered and the issue arises or persists, there could still 
be a medical reason driving the behavior. There are numerous physical conditions and illnesses 
that can lead to a cat’s disuse of the litter box.  Infections (including bladder, kidney, or urinary 
tract) can be painful conditions that result in great discomfort when the cat urinates, thus result-
ing in the cat seeking out something soft and comforting to urinate on to help alleviate the pain. 
A visit to your vet and some simple tests can determine whether your cat is suffering from a 
medical condition that is deterring them from using their box consistently. 

Next time— ‘Behavioral Issues’ 
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When a lost pet is found and scanned, its number is put it into a 
database to find out who the owner is and how to contact them. 
Once your pet is equipped with a microchip, you don't have to wor-
ry about your pet's collar coming off, or identification tags that are 
worn down so the information on them is no longer legible. With 
one quick scan, whoever has your pet can know how to find and 
contact you. Animal control officers, humane societies or animal 
shelters, and veterinarian offices are among the places that have 
scanners capable of picking up the microchips. Those are common 
places a lost cat or dog will end up if their owner does not find 
them. Having this microchip is like wearing a seat belt in a car. You 
hope that the seat belt will never have to save your life, but when it 
does you are grateful for wearing it. The microchip you put in your 
pet will hopefully not be needed, but in the off chance it does, it’s 
great to know you’ve got it covered! 
The O.A.H.S. now offers microchipping to the public. For $25, 
your pet can have the added protection and you can have peace of 
mind! Please call the shelter with any questions, or to set up an ap-
pointment for your pet(s). �
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