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One of a pet owner's greatest fears is having toenpanion run away.
The unknown whereabouts of a pet can put thoselewgothem into a panic.
Owners wish their pets safely come home, but eliety the pet is still out
there the likelihood of their return dwindles. Hagly, you will never have to
experience this with your pet, but planning foreaent like this could be the
difference between being reunited with your peth@rer knowing what hap-
pened to them. A perfect way to plan for an occalke this is to have your
pet microchipped.

Microchips are roughly the size of a grain of ri€aey are inserted directly
beneath the skin between the shoulder blades atf @ clog. The insertion is
done with a needle, and the discomfort level ferahimal is the same, if not
less, than what they would experience when givesuine vaccination. There
is no after care necessary, and within secondsbeiinmg implanted they forget
anything happened to them. Once inserted, theattigpas a form of identifica-
tion. It is embedded with a number specific to ypet, similar to a social secu-
rity number in people; no other animal has the saraet number. This number
on the chip is accessible through the use of aiapssd scanner that reads the
chip. It works similar to bar code scanners usdtiénretail industry. When the
scanner ‘reads’ the barcode, the item with thatifipecode shows up on the
register with that item’s information. Similarhhe scanner is swiped over the
neck and back of the animal and, when it is overcthip, it picks up the unique
number for the pet—which also is linked to youiormation.Cont. on page 3.
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It's a safe bet that at some point in a cat lovifiesthey face the trials and tribulations of thei
beloved feline not using the litter box. It caneb&ustrating experience that often leads to the
cat being put permanently outdoors, or worse.at, not using the litter box consistently is

one of the top reasons that cats are ultimatelesdered to a shelter. As a cat owner, there are
several things to consider before making that faedision. The first step to correcting the is-
sue is to determine whether the behavior has agdly® a behavioral motivation.

Physical Issues

The easiest and most important thing in preverititeg box issues from arising is to have your
cat spayed or neutered. Altering your feline wikvent several medical complications and
will deter behavioral issues that can be causeeiogssive hormone levels existing in unal-
tered pets. If your cat has already been alterddlanissue arises or persists, there could still
be a medical reason driving the behavior. Therenaneerous physical conditions and illnesses
that can lead to a cat’s disuse of the litter bmfections (including bladder, kidney, or urinary
tract) can be painful conditions that result inagréiscomfort when the cat urinates, thus result-
ing in the cat seeking out something soft and cotimig to urinate on to help alleviate the pain.
A visit to your vet and some simple tests can deiteg whether your cat is suffering from a
medical condition that is deterring them from udingir box consistently.

Next time— ‘Behavioral Issues’
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When a lost pet is found and scanned, its numbautig into a
database to find out who the owner is and how tdamt them.
Once your pet is equipped with a microchip, you'doave to wor-

ry about your pet's collar coming off, or ident#ton tags that are #*

worn down so the information on them is no longgible. With
one quick scan, whoever has your pet can know bdwd and
contact you. Animal control officers, humane saegebr animal
shelters, and veterinarian offices are among thegsl that have
scanners capable of picking up the microchips. &lawe common
places a lost cat or dog will end up if their owdees not find
them. Having this microchip is like wearing a deelt in a car. You
hope that the seat belt will never have to save lfm) but when it
does you are grateful for wearing it. The microgjmpi put in your
pet will hopefully not be needed, but in the ofoke it does, it's
great to know you've got it covered!

The O.A.H.S. now offers microchipping to the pubkor $25,
your pet can have the added protection and younaaa peace of
mind! Please call the shelter with any question$o et up an ap-
pointment for your pet(s).
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